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At a Council beld at Philadelphia, the 12th of November 1747. 
PK TB N T. 
The Honourable ANTHONY PALMER, Eſa; Prefident. 
Thomas Lawrence, Samuel Haſſell, | 
William Till, Abraham Taylor, (rc. 
Robert Strettell, Benjamin Shoemaker (& drs. 
 Foſeph Turner, William Logan, 


HE Indian Warriors from Ohio, having arriv'd in Town on Wedneſ- 


the Interpreter, to bid them welcome: And underſtanding that 
they were deſirous to be heard To-day, he ſummon'd the Council 


for this Purpoſe. Mr. Wiſer attending, he was ſent to tell the Indians the 


Council was fitting, and ready to receive them. They immediately came. 


The Preſident inform'd them, the Council were glad to ſee their Brethren, 


took their Viſit very kindly, and deſired to know What they had to commu- 
nicate. . 
ö : 


After a Pauſe, the principal Warrior roſe up, and ſpoke as follows : 


Brethren, the Engliſh, the Governor of York, the Commiſſioners at Albany, the 
Governor and Councellors of Pennſylvania, 


WV who ſpeak to you are Warriors, living at Ohio, and addreſs. you on 
'  V Behalf of ourſelves, and the reſt of the Warriors of the Six Nations. 


You will; perhaps, be ſurprized at this unexpected Viſit ; but we cou'd not 


avoid coming to ſee you, the Times are become ſo critical and dangerous. 
We are of the Six Nations, who are your ancient Friends, having made many 
Treaties of Friendſhip with the Engliſb, and always preſerv'd the Chain bright. 
You know when our Father, the Governor of Canada, declar'd War againſt 
our Brethren, the Engliſb, you the Governor of New-York, the Commiſſio- 


ners of Indian Affairs at Albany, the Commiſſioners for this Province, ſent to 


inform the Council at Onondago of it, and to deſire that they wou'd not med- 
dle with the War; that they wou'd only look on, and ſee what wou'd be 
done; that we, the Indians, wou'd let you fight it out by yourſelves, and not 


pity either Side; and that we would ſend to all the Nations in Alliance 
with us, to do the ſame : And accordingly the Indians did ſend to all their 


Friends and Allies, and particularly to the Indians about the Lakes, and in the 
Places 


day, the Preſident ſent them a Meſſage Yeſterday, by Mr. Weiſer, 
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Places where we live, requeſting they wou'd nyt engage on either Side; and 
they all ſtood Neuters, except the French Praying Indians, who, tho' they 


promis'd, yet were not as good as their Words. This is the firſt Thing we 


have to ſay to our Brethren, and we hope they will receive this in good Part, 


and be willing to hear what we have further to ſay. 
Brethren, - © 1 

When the Indians received the firſt Meſſage from the Engliſh, they 
thought the Engliſb and French would fight with one another at Sea, and not 
ſuffer War to be made on the Land: But ſome Time after this, Meſſengers 
were ſent by all the Exgliſb to Onondago, to tell us that the French had begun 
the War on the Land in the Iadian Countries, and had done a great deal of 
Miſchief to the Engliſh, and they how deſired their Brethren, the Jadians, 
would take up the Hatchet againſt the French, and likewiſe prevail with their 


Allies to do the ſame. The old Men at Onondago however refus'd to do this, 
and would adhere to the Neutrality ; and on their declaring this, the Enghſh 
ſent other Meſſengers again and again, who preſſed earneſtly that the Indzans 

would take up their Hatchet, but they were ſtill denied by the old Men at the 


Fire at Onondago, who, unwilling to come into the War, ſent Meſſage after 
Meſſage to Canada and Albany, to deſire both Parties would fight it out at Sea. 
At laſt the young Indians, the Warriors, and Captains, conſulted together, 
and reſolved to take up the Engh/h Hatchet againſt the Will of their old Peo- 
ple, and to lay their old People aſide, as of no Uſe but in Time of Peace. This 
the young Warriors have done, provoked to it by the repeated Applications of 
our Brethren the Engliſo; and we now come to tell you, that the French have 
hard Heads, and that we have -nothing ſtrong enough to break them. We 


have only little Sticks, and Hickeries, and ſuch Things, that will do little or no 


Service againſt the hard Heads of the French: We therefore preſent this Belt, 


to defire that we may be furniſhed with better Weapons, ſuch as will knock 


the French down ; and in Token that we are hearty for you, and will do oun 
beſt if you put better Arms into our Hands, we give you this Belt. 
Here they gave à Belt of ſeven Rows. © en 


Brethren, 


When once we, the young Warriors, engaged, we put a great deal of F ire 
under our Kettle, and the Kettle boil'd high, and fo it does {till {meaning they 


carried the War on briſkly) that the Frenchmens Heads might ſoon be boil'd. 


But when we look'd about us, to ſee how it was with the Eng/:/h Kettle, we 


ſaw the Fire was almoſt out, and that it hardly boil'd at all; and that no 
Frenchmens Heads were like to be in it. This truly ſurprizes us, and we are 


come down on Purpoſe to know the Reaſon of it. How comes it to pals, . 
that the Engh/h, who brought us into the War, will not fight themſelves ?- 
This has not a good Appearance, and therefore we give you this String of 
Wampum to hearten and encourage you, to defire you wou'd put more Fire 


under your Kettle. 


Here they preſented the String of Wampum of ſeven Strings. 


Brethren, | | 
We have now done with general Matters; but old Scazohady deſires to inform 
the Council, that he was here in James Lopan's Time, a long Time ago, 
when he had but one Child, and he a little one : That he was then employed 
in the Affairs of the Government: That James Logan gave him this String, to 


allure. 


8 and recommends himſe 


£473 


aſſure him, if ever he ſhould come to want, and apply to this Government; 


they wou d do ſomething for him. Scaiobady i is now grown old and infirm, 
10 J James Logan's and the Councal's ng 28605 


Here he laid down a eine of Wampum:, 


The Indians withdrew, and the Council adjourn'd to To-morrow Morning; 


| Eleven a Clock. 


Tn the Council-Chamber, 1 4 November | I 747 
„„ ᷣ %% 


Thomas Lawrence; Nobert $ trettell, 7 Flare: 
Benjamin SIVEMaRery William Logan, __ 


4 Preſident being indiſpos d, and the other Andes not An 


there could be no Council; the Members preſent, judg'd that before the 
Heads of an Anſwer to the 8 ech of the Indians could be conſidered, it was 
neceſſary previouſly to learn 8 om Mr. Weiſer, the particular Hiſtory of theſe 
Tndians, their real Diſpoſition towards us, and their future Deſigns ; and ac- 
cordingly ſent for him. He ſaid the Ledians: had in Part told him their 
Mind, and he thought they might be brought to tell him more ; and when 
they did, he would inform the Council. The Members likewiſe judg'd, 
that it might be of Service to know Mr. Logan's Sentiments about what might 
be proper to be ſaid to the Indians, and — Mr. — * the Secre- 
tary to wait on him for that Purpoſe. 


At a Council held at Philadelphia, 16th November 1747. 
dd © 


The Honourable the PrREs1DENT, 
Thomas Lawrence, Samuel Haſſel, J 
Wilkam Till, Ar. Jaylor, 8 
Robert $ trettell, Benj. 9 To 
Thomas Hhphinſon, William Logan, 


My Meiſer attending was called in, and inform'd the Council, that he 
had we, d the following Particulars from the Indians, viz. That laſt 


Summer the Governor of Canada had ſent the Hatchet to the TIndians about 


the Lakes, and on the Branches of Ohio ; that one Nation took it up; and 
that theſe Indians, and the Indians in thoſe Quarters, conſiſting principally of 
Warriors, being afraid others would do the like, to prevent this took up the 
Enghſh Hatchet, and proclaim'd War againſt the French; which had a good 
Effect, no more daring after this to en with the French Hatchet: That 
theſe N on Ohio, had concluded to kindle a Fire in their Town, and had 
invited all the Indians at a conſiderable Diſtance round about them to come to 
their Fire in the Spring ; ; and that they had conſented to it. Mr. Weiſer ad- 
ded, that the Indians in the Parts theſe People came from, were numerous, 
not leſs than Five Hundred Men, and had many Allies more numerous than 
themſelves: That it was always the Cuſtom in War Time, to put the Manage- 
ment into the Hands of the young People ; and that it would be of the moſt 


pernicious Conſequence not to' give them Encouragement at this Time ; and 
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. 8 
particularly he thought the Council ſhould at leaſt tell them, they approv'd 
of their taking up the Hatchet; and aknowledge the Service done to the Eng- 


liſh by their ſeaſonable Declaration in their Favour: He thought Providence 


had furniſhed this Province with a fine Opportunity of making all the Indians 
about the Lakes their Friends, and warm Friends too. Mr. Weiſer being 
aſked what Sort of a Preſent ſhould be given them at this Time, He faid 
Goods were now ſo dear, that the Value .of 100 Pounds would appear but 
ſmall; that they ſhould have ſo much given them at leaft, and Half as much 
to the Canayiahaga Indians. Not that this was by any Means ſufficient, but 


would be a good Salutation-Preſent, and preparatory to a larger to be ſent in 


the Summer. This he judged neceſſary to be done, and that they ſhould 
now be told of this future Preſent : And, tho' he had never been in thoſe 
Parts, yet he judged the attaching theſe [nd:ans and their Friends to the Eng- 
liſh Cauſe to be fo neceſſary, that he would, if the Council pleaſed, and his 
Health ſhould permit, go with the Preſent himſelf, and ſee with his own 
Eyes what Number of Indians was there, and in what Diſpoſition. He ſaid 
further, that he accompanied the Secretary to Mr. Logan's Yeſterday, and 


that the Secretary had informed Mr. Logan of all theſe Particulars, and taken 


his Sentiments in Writing, and on them form'd the Plan of an Anſwer. The 
Board ordered the Secretary to read what he had wrote; and on conſidering 
this, and Mr. Weiſer's n an Anſwer was agreed to, and the Pre- 
ſents ſettled. The Council adjourned to Four o' Clock in the Afternoon, 
and directed that the Jadians ſhould be told to be there, in order to receive 
the Anſwer of the Council to their Speech, | 1 F 


At 4 Council held at Philadelphia, he 16th of November, 1747. P. M. 
23. £41i.4 £ 


The Honourable ANTHONY PALMER, Eſq; Prefident ; 


And the ſame Members as in the Forenoon. 


The Indians having taken their Seats, the Preſident ſpoke as follows : 


Brethren Warriors of the Six Nations, 


W E the Preſident and Council of the Province of Pennſylvania, have 
taken what you ſaid to us into Conſideration, and are now going to 
give you an Anſwer. 1 


We are always glad to ſee our Brethren, and are particularly pleaſed at 
this critical Time, with your preſent Viſit. You are ſenſible of the conſtant 
Friendſhip this Government has always ſhewn to the Indians of the Six Na- 
tions; and that, from their firſt Settlement in the Country, their Intereſt has 
been put on the ſame Foot with our own. And as long as you ſhall a& up 
to your Engagements, you will never want the moſt ſubſtantial Proofs that 


we can give of our Regard for your Nations, 


You tell us, that at the Beginning of the War, you receiv'd a Meſſage from 


all the Engliſb, to ſtand neuter, and to prevail with your Allies to do the 
ſame that in Compliance therewith, you did ſtand neuter, and all your 
Allies, except the Praying Indians, who promis'd, but broke their Word: That 
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the French commencing Hoſtilities, you received repeated. Meſſages from . 
the Engliſb to continue neuter no longer, but to take up their Hatchet againſt 

the French; and that you and your Allies have accordingly dene this. Bre- 
thren, You did well to hearken to the Meflages ſent by the Engliſb. Your 
Allies ſo readily concurring with you; ſhews you keep up a good Underſtan⸗ 
ding with them; for which you are to be commended. Vou live in ſmall 
Tribes at a Diſtance from one another: Separate, you will be eaſily overcome; 
united, it will be difficult, if not impoſſible, to hurt you: Like the Strings 

on which you put your Wampum, a ſingle Thread is ſoon ſnapp'd, a few re- 
quire more Strength; but if you weave them into a Belt, and faſten them 
tight together, it muſt be a ſtrong Hand that can break it. f 5 


We are pleaſed to hear, that at the preſſing Inſtances of the Governors of 
New-York and New-England, you have taken up the Hatchet againſt the 
French; who you know, notwithilanding their fair Speeches, have been from 
the Beginning your inveterate Enemies : And in Confirmation that we ap- 
prove of what you have done, we give you this Belt. wg 


By your String of Wampum you tell us, that you obſerve the Engliſh 5 
Kettle does not boil high, and you give the String to all the Engliſb, to en- 
courage them to put more Fire under their Kettle. | | — 


As you addreſs this to all the Engliſb, we ſhall ſend your String to the other 
Governors: But to leſſen your Concern on this Account, we are to apprize 
you, that the French were ſending large Forces in big Ships, well arm'd with 

eat Cannon, over the Seas to Canada; that the Engliſb purſued them, at- 
tack'd them, took their Men of War, killed a Number of their Men, and 
carried the reſt Priſoners to England. This Victory put a Stop for the Pre- 
ſent to the Expedition intended againſt Canada: You are therefore not to 
judge by the Appearance Things make now, that the Enghſh Fire is going 
out; but that this is only accidental, and it will ſoon blaze again. 


As this is the firſt Viſit paid us by our Brethren the Warriors living on the 
Branches of Ohio, to ſhew that we take it kindly of them, and are defirous 
to cultivate and improve the Friendſhip ſubſiſting between the Six Nations 
and us, we have provided a Preſent of Goods; a Liſt whereof will be read 
to you at the Cloſe of our Anſwer. They are at John Harris's, and the In- 
terpreter will go along with you, and deliver them to you there. In the 
Spring we propole to ſend Mr. MWeiſer to you, and he will be furniſhed with 
a proper Preſent to be diſtributed to all the Indians at Ohio, at Canayiabaga, 

and about the Lake Erie. In Confirmation of what we ſay, we give you this 
String of Wampum. 


Having receiv'd by the Traders a kind Meſſage from the Canayiabaga In- 1 
dians, to let them ſee we are pleaſed with it, we have ſent them a ſmall Pre- 
ſent of Powder and Lead, by Mr. Croghan, which you will inform them of, 
and likewiſe of our further Intentions in their Favour, with this String 3 
Wampum, which is given you for that Purpoſe. 


The Prefident and Council at your Recommendation will take Care to give 
Scaiobady a Preſent for his own private Uſe, and his old Friend Mr. Logan 
will do the ſame. | 25 . nl = 
A String of Wampum. FE CPR f 
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The Indian 8 peaker havicg conſulted with Scazohady, took up the Belt and 
Strings of Wampum in the Order they were preſented, and repeating the 
Subſtance of every Paragraph, expreſs'd high Satisfaction at what the Council 


had faid, and promis d to ſend the String of Wampum to the Canayiabaga 


Indians, who being their own Fleſh and Blood, they were pleaſed with the 
Regards ſhewn to them. And in Teſtimon of their intire Satisfaction and 
Devotion to the Enghſh Intereſt, they gave the Indian Marks of A * p 
and danc'd the Warrior Dance. 
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